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RECOMMENDATION 


Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area 


I.  Results  of  Review  for  Wilderness  Characteristics: 

The  Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  was  inventoried  along  with 
the  larger  review  area  CNV-040-099)  in  which  it  is  located  during 
a  special  early  inventory  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  Inter¬ 
mountain  Power  Project  (IPP)  accelerated  wilderness  inventory.  The 
inventory  revealed  that  the  review  area  does  not  meet  any  of  the 
criteria  established  by  the  Wilderness  Act  as  essential  for  wilder¬ 
ness  designation. 

NV-040-099  -  Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area 

Area  Description  and  Size:  The  designated  Natural  Area  is  160 
acres  in  size  and  its  contiguous  roadless-  area  contains  3,840 
acres.  The  combined  total  of  4,000  acres  is  less  than  the  minimum 
needed  to  qualify  the  area  for  wilderness  consideration. 

Naturalness:  Fencelines,  a  well,  and  a  powerline  contribute  to  the 
evidence  of  man's  activities  which  dominate  the  review  area.  The 
unit  is  generally  in  an  unnatural  condition. 

Outstanding  Opportunities:  (1)  Solitude  -  The  small  size  of  the 
area  combined  with  its  lack  of  substantial  vegetation  and  topographic 
diversity  combine  to  minimize  opportunities  for  solitude.  (2)  Pri¬ 
mitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  -  Hiking,  dry  camping,  photography, 
and  nature  study  are  all  physically  possible  in  this  area,  but  neither 
the  quantity  nor  quality  of  these  opportunities  can  be  considered  out¬ 
standing. 

Supplemental  Values:  Pygmy  sage  CArtemesia  pygmiaj  is  an  unusual 
species  which  grows  in  the  area,  however,  it  is  not  threatened  or 
endangered. 

II.  Economic  and  Social  Impacts: 

The  economic  and  social  impacts  stemming  from  the  release  of  the 
Natural  Area  from  further  wilderness  consideration  will  be  minimal. 
Because  the  Natural  Area  will  continue  to  maintain  its  present  de¬ 
signation  and  will  be  subject  to  all  of  the  legal  restrictions 
which  currently  affect  it,  release  from  further  consideration  will 
insure  that  all  conditions  affecting  grazing  and  mining  in  the  area 
will  remain  constant, 

III.  Analysis  of  Long  and  Short  Term  Effects: 

There  should  be  no  effects  of  either'  a  long-term  or  short-term 
nature  following  from  the  elimination  of  this  area  from  further 
consideration  for  wilderness. 


IV.  Discussion  of  Options  Foregone: 


Economic  benefits  which  might  be  expected  to  follow  from  the 
ultimate  designation  of  the  area  as  wilderness  will  be  foregone, 
•but  will  be  almost  totally  offset  by  the  presence  of  a  number  of 
BLM  and  Forest  Service  areas  of  ongoing  wilderness  study  in  the 
same  general  vicinity.  The  same  type  of  situation  applies  to 
the  social  impacts  of  the  recommendation,  i.e.,  a  recommendation 
against  further  wilderness  consideration  will  remove  one  area  of 
potential  wilderness,  but  will  leave  several  other  areas  in  the 
same  general  vicinity.  The  impact  is  further  reduced  in  that 
the  Natural  Area  will  continue  under  the  protection  afforded  by 
the  Natural  Area  designation. 


V.  Recommendation: 


The  Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  and  its  contiguous  roadless 
acreage  lack  wilderness  character  and  should  be  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 


VI .  Approval : 


Date 


JUN  2  7  1980 
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PYGMY  SAGE  NATURAL  AREA 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area 

White  Pine  County,  Nevada 
Ely  District 


Previously 
Designated  Area 

Contiguous 

Lands  (if  any) 

Total 

Acres  With 

Wilderness  Characteristics 

0 

0 

0 

Acres  With 

Wilderness  Characteristics 

Recommended  For  Designation 

0 

0 

0 

Recommended  Against  Designation 

0 

0 

0 

Ovmership  in  Study  Area  (5-26-76) 

BLM 

160 

3,840 

4,000 

Private 

0 

0 

0 

4,000 
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Photo  #1  Looking  northeast  into  the  Natural  Area  showing  pygmy  sage. 


Photo  #2  An  overview  of  the  Natural  Area  looking  west 


BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 


lo  Statement  of  Previous  Designation: 

The  Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  was  made  a  Natural  Area  on 
February  4,  1965,  This  decision  was  published  in  the  Federal 
Register,  February  4,  1965,  ^  The  goals  of  such  designation 
are: 

A,  To  assist  in  preservation  of  an  example  of  the  pygmy  sage 
ecosystem  for  comparison  with  those  ecosystems  influenced 
by  man. 

Bo  To  provide  an  educational  and  research  area  for  "scientists 
to  study  the  ecology,  successional  trends,  and  other  aspects 
of  the  natural  environment". 

C.  To  provide  a  gene  pool  and  preserve  for  an  unusual  species. 
CRecreation  Information  System  -  Moriah  Planning  Unit) , 

Such  designation  segregates  the  Research  Natural  Area  from  all 
form  of  appropriation  under  the  public  land  laws,  except  the 
Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act  and  the  material  sale  and 
mineral  leasing  laws, 

II.  Significant  Resource  Data: 

The  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  sustains  a  cover  of  pygmy  sage 
CArtemisia  pygmia)  an  unusual  species  which  is  not,  however, 
threatened  or  endangered. 

III.  Description  of  Report  Area: 

The  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  is  located  in  Spring  Valley,  northwest 
of  Mount  Wheeler.  The  area  is  entirely  flat  and  the  only  vegetation 
is  extremely  low  growth,  including  pygmy  sage. 

The  Shoshone  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  and  review  area  NV-040-099 
are  located  within  the  Ely  District  Moriah  Planning  Unit,  which 
is  over  2  million  acres  in  size.  The  nearest  population  centers 
are  Ely  and  Baker  in  Nevada,  and  the  nearest  large  population 
centers  are  Reno  (350  miles)  and  Las  Vegas  (280  miles)  in  Nevada, 
and  Salt  Lake  City  (230  miles)  in  Utah. 

According  to  calculations  made  in  1974  (Water  for  Nevada,  Special 
Report  Input-Output  Economic  Models  State  Engineers  Office,  Division 
of  Water  Resources.  September  1974) ,  sixty-one  workers  in  the 
Moriah  Planning  Unit  are  directly  dependent  upon  the  recreation 
industry,  and  70  workers  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  employed 
in  the  recreation  industry. 


IV.  Summary  of  Public  Participation: 


A.  Description  of  the  Process: 

The  Pygmy  Sage  Natural  Area  was  inventoried  along  with  the 
larger  review  area,  NV-040-099  in  an  early  accelerated 
inventory  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  Intermountain 
Power  Project  (IPP) .  A  public  meeting  to  describe  the 
findings  of  the  special  inventory  and  to  invite  public 
comment  was  held  in  Ely  on  November  14,  1978,  and  a  90 
day  comment  period  was  held  from  November  19,  1978  to 
February  16,  1979,  during  which  the  public  was  invited 
to  comment  on  the  findings  of  this  special  project  inven¬ 
tory. 

B,  Summary  of  Analysis  of  Comments: 

No  public  comment  was  ^received  during  the  formal  public 
comment  period  regarding 'e^ither  the  Pygmy  Sage  Natural 
Area  or  review- area  NV- 040- 099,  One  letter  was  received 
after  the  close  of  the  comment  period  which  support  wilder¬ 
ness  classification  for  the  area. 
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WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
WILDERNESS  SUMMARY  SHEET 


I.  LOCATION 

Inventory  Unit  Number  (area  or  island,  grouping  of  areas  or  islands): 
NV-040-099 

Area/Island  name:  Pygmy  Sage 

District:  Ely  NV-040  State:  Nevada 

II.  SUMMARY 

A.  Results  of  Wilderness  Characteristics  analysis. 


1. 

Does  the  area 

or  island  appear  natural? 

Yes 

X 

No 

2. 

Does  the  area 
opportuniti es 

or  island  offer  outstanding 
for  solitude  or  recreation? 

Yes 

X 

No 

3. 

Does  the  area 
qui remen ts? 

meet  any  of  the  size  re- 

Yes 

X 

No 

4. 

Does  the  area 
values? 

or  island  have  supplemental 

X  Yes 

No 

5. 

Are  additions  to  the  area  needed  for  manage¬ 
ment  considerations? 

Yes 

X 

No 

B.  Resulting  Map. 

Attach  a  map  showing  inventory  area,  roads,  rehabilitation  potential  areas, 
management  additions,  and  recommended  boundary  of  W.S.A. 

III.  RECOMMENDATION 
Check  one: 

_ Area  or  island  should  be  approved  as  a  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

X  Area  or  island  does  not  qualify  for  wilderness  study  and  should  be 
released  from  interim  management  protection. 

_ A  portion  of  the  area  (s)  or  islands  (s)  should  be  approves  as  a  W.S.A. 

for  further  study  and  reported  to  the  President,  with  the  remainder 
released  from  interim  m^anagement  protection  (reference  to  map). 

IV.  APPROVAL 
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WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
SITUATION  ANALYSIS 


I.  UNIT  IDENTIFICATION 

Area/Island  Name:  Pygmy  Sage 

Inventory  Unit  No.:  NV-040-099 

State:  Nevada  District:  Ely 

II.  UNIT  ANALYSIS 

Describe  the  following  factors  (use  additional  sheets  if  necessary). 

A.  Ownership:  Approximately  1,500  acres  are  in  private  ownership.  Three 
private  tracts  exist  along  eastern  perimeter:  Crystal  Queen  Mine,  Willard 
Springs,  Robinson  Ranch. 

B.  Size  of  unit  or  number  and  size  estimates  of  multiple  units:  15,900 
acres  are  within  review  area.  This  area  is  subdivided  into  7  areas,  none 
of  which  exceed  5,000  acres,  by  documented  roads. 

C.  Easements:  Phone  and  power  easement  parallels  Road  4  (T.13N. ,R.66E)  17.5' 
and  White  Pine  Road  33  and  numerous  road  easements  on  perimeter  are  major 
easements . 

D.  Leases:  Oil  and  gas  leases  exist  throughout  unit. 

E.  Mining  Claims:  Crystal  Queen  patented  mine  and  numerous  claims  (inactive) 
on  Rattlesnake  Knoll  are  within  unit. 

F.  Permanent  Improvement:  Spring  developments,  agricultural  improvements  at 
Robinson  Ranch  are  major  improvements. 

G.  Existing  Use:  Grazing  occurs  throughout  unit  except  in  developed 
agricultural  area  in  southeast  portion  of  unit. 

H.  Human  Activities:  Few,  except  those  associated  with  existing  uses  and 
maintenance  of  permanent  improvements. 

I.  Land  Treatment/Manipulations 

1.  Earth/rock  movements  at  Rattlesnake  Knoll  and  Crystal  Queen  Mine; 

2.  Hay  production  in  SE  agricultural  area. 

J.  General  Vegetation  and  Topographic  Features:  Area  is  generally  flat, 
slightly  sloping  towards  center;  sage  and  grasses  are  only  vegetative 
features . 

K.  Contiguous  Lands:  N/A 
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III. 


UNIT  EVALUATION 


A.  Could  area  or  island  be  considered  to  not  have  potential  for  wilderness 
study?  Why?  Pgymy  sage  natural  area  is  instant  study  area,  however, 
area  obviously  lacks  all  wilderness  characteristics. 

B.  Is  area  or  island  of  sufficient  size?  No 

C.  Is  there  any  public  support  for  wilderness  consideration  of  the  area 
or  island  or  any  part?  No 

IV.  UNIT  RECOMMENDATION  (Check  appropriate  block). 

A.  Areas  or  islands  (or  groupings)  are  recommended  for  further 

wilderness  inventory.  _ 

B.  Area  or  island  (or  groupings)  is  recommended  as  not  qualify¬ 
ing  for  further  inventory,  or  as  wilderness  study  areas.  X 

C.  Area  or  island  (or  groupings)  is  recommended  as  a  wilderness 

study  area  without  further  wilderness  inventory.  _ 

V.  APPROVAL: 


-n— •  - 


AN  AMPLIFICATION  OF  AND  ADDENDUM  TO  THE  WILDERNESS 
INVENTORY  SITUATION  ANALYSIS 

CHARACTERISTIC  ANALYSIS 

A.  NATURALNESS  ANALYSIS 

Six  documented  roads  dissect  review  area  NV-040-099  into  several  smaller 
roadless  portions,  none  of  which  are  of  a  size  greater  than  5,000  acres. 
Additionally,  these  are  about  9  miles  of  fence  line,  7  miles  of  utility 
line,  4  undocumented  routes,  and  2  wells  in  the  review  area. 

B.  OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SOLITUDE  ^  UNCONFINED  PRIMITIVE  RECREATION 
ANALYSIS 

1 .  SOLITUDE  ANALYSIS 

a.  SIZE:  Opportunities  for  solitude  definitely  suffer  from  the  small 
sizes  of  the  natural  portions  of  the  review  area. 

b.  CONFIGURATION:  The  configurations  of  the  natural  portions  are  not 
particularly  significant  in  consideration  of  the  opportunities 
for  solitude. 

c.  TOPOGRAPHIC  SCREENING:  Practically  no  topographic  screening  is 
provided  by  the  flat  valley  floor  upon  which  the  review  area  is 
located. 

d.  VEGETATIVE  SCREENING:  Only  a  low  brush  cover  is  sustained  by  the 
review  area,  and  this  provides  no  screening. 

e.  ABILITY  OF  USER  TO  AVOID  OTHERS:  The  solitude  seeker  in  any  of  the 
natural  portions  of  the  review  area  would  almost  certainly  encounter 
other  users  of  the  area. 

f.  CONCLUSION:  Opportunities  for  solitude  in  the  review  area  are 
quite  poor  due  to  the  very  small  sizes  of  the  natural  portions 
and  the  almost  total  absence  of  any  type  of  screening. 

2.  UNCONFINED  PRIMITIVE  RECREATION  ANALYSIS 

a.  DIVERSITY  OF  RECREATION:  Hiking,  dry  camping,  photography,  and 
nature  study  are  all  physically  possible  in  review  area  NV-040- 
099.  These  do  not  comprise  an  outstanding  diversity. 

b.  QUALITY  OF  RECREATION:  The  featureless,  treeless  nature  of  the 
review  area,  and  the  small  sizes  of  the  natural  portions  combine  to 
make  all  opportunities  for  recreation  less  than  outstanding. 
Opportunities  for  nature  study  are  somewhat  better  than  are  those 
for  hiking,  camping  and  photography  because  of  the  presence  of 
pygmy  sage.^.  Pygmy  sage  is  not however^  .a. endangered 
species.  Therefore,  natural  study  opportunities  are  not  outstand¬ 
ing. 
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CONCLUSION:  Neither  the  diversity  nor  the  quality 

unities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  in  the  review  area 

is  outstanding. 


C.  SIZE  ANALYSIS 

Narrative:  There  are  no  areas  exceeding  5,000  acres  within  this  study  area. 

SUMMARY:  1.  Does  the  area  have  at  least  5,000  acres  of  contiguous  Federal  land 
and  is  it  of  sufficient  size  to  make  practicable  its  preservation 
and  use  in  an  unimpared  condition?  _ Yes  X  No 


Addendum  written  by: 


JLv 

lA^  1 

C.  Wayne 'Ho\ 

fie 
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Date 
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Henry  Peck: 

534  Bookwalter 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  45344^ 


January  22,  I980 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 

300  Booth  Street 

Room  3008  Reno,  Nevada,  89509 

Dear  Sirs : 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  a  recent  Nevada  BLM  Wilderness 
Bulletin  I  received  from  you  which  listed  several  wilderness  study 
areas  decisions  had  been  made  about,  concerning  preserving  such  areas 
for  wilderness  status,  and  about  certain  other  areas  about  which 
decisions  have  not  yet  been  made.  I  feel  that  the  following  areas 
should  be  reverted  to  wilderness  status  and  kept  that  way,  though  the 
decision  has  already  been  made  to  the  contrary  about  them:  Swamp 
Cedar  NY-040-l80,  Pygmy  Sage  NV-040-99,  Virgin  Mountain  NV-050-0420, 
and  Mountain  Meadow  NY-060-221.  These  areas  should  be  reclassified  as 
wilderness.  The  criteria  for  wilderness  retention  given  in  the 
Interim  Management  Policy  and  Guidelines  for  Lands  Under  Wilderness 

Review  dated  December  12,  1979,  are  excessively  strict  and  arbitrary, 

particularly  with  reference  to  areas  less  than  5000  acres  and  the 
extent  of  man’s  impact  on  these  areas.  The  same  goes  for  the  following 
Wilderness  Study  Areas  about  which  decisions  have  not  yet  been  made: 

Pine  Creek  Canyon  NV-050-0337,  Pinyon-Joshua  Tree  Transision  NV-O50-0337 
and  NV-050-0338A,  Bristlecone  Pine  NV-040-048A,  Goshute  Canyon 
NV-020-6i7  and  NV-020-622.  Please  make  all  the  above  areas  wilderness 
areas , 

Thank  you  for  your  attention. 


Henry  Peck 
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BLM  Library 
Denver  Federal  Center 
Bldg.  50,  OC-521 
P.O.  Box  25047 
Denver,  CO  80225 


